Fieldwork, Vehicle and Resource Information 

Departments of Environment and Geography, Earth and Planetary - 2009.
Prepared by Russell Field, Dept of Physical Geography

Professional Staff Contacts for Vehicles, field equipment and laboratory access and use; 

Environment & Geography:
Russell Field.

            


  
Location: E5A 331.

          


 

Ph: 9850 8341.

           




Email: rfield@els.mq.edu.au
Earth & Planetary Sciences: 
Nigel Wilson.

Location: E5A 155.

           



Ph: 9850 8333.

           



Email: nwilson@els.mq.edu.au
Faculty of Science Safety Forms

Faculty of Science Fieldwork: http://www.bio.mq.edu.au/bio-fieldwork/
For Faculty OH&S resources: http://www.ics.mq.edu.au/ohs/
For details of the University's insurance policies: http://www.ofs.mq.edu.au/university_insurance/index.htm
University OH&S reporting forms and checklists:

http://www.pers.mq.edu.au/safetycare/forms.html
University OH&S website: http://www.pers.mq.edu.au/safetycare/index.html
University Policy: Working in remote locations Section 27.47 (under review) Microsoft Word Version.

General Faculty OH&S Safety Information: http://www.els.mq.edu.au/safety/
Academic Supervisors are the first people you should talk to regarding any issues to do with fieldwork and safety. Issues such as access to field sites where approval will need to be sought, transportation, type of equipment required, and occupational health and safety all need important consideration to make the best use of your time in the field. Good preparation is one of the keys to success.

1. Fieldwork

Vehicles


Both Depts maintain Toyota Landcruiser and Hilux vehicles in 4WD and 2WD, all vehicles are manual except for the 2WD Hilux. Trailers are also available for use.

Access to vehicles: for bookings, and inductions

Users see: 
Russell Field 9850 8341 E5A 331(Environment and Geography) 

Nigel Wilson 9850 8333 E5A 155 (Earth and Planetary Sciences)

They must be booked in advance and you must have filled in and signed the booking sheet and provided an account number that we will use to levy a per km charge to cover usage. They are not to be driven for private use. You will have no University insurance coverage.

Departments without fleet vehicles. 

Whilst requests for vehicle use will be considered, priority will be given to E&G and PG users. If vehicles are required, they are usually hired. 
If specific 4WD training is required because of difficulty of access or remoteness to a field site then this will be provided. Communication equipment is provided.

The users are expected to have the vehicles refueled and clean on return for the next user. All damage is to be reported on return. Misuse of vehicles will result in a severe reprimand and withdrawal of privileges. Students and staff driving the vehicles are personally responsible for speeding, parking and toll evasion fines. A $500.00 insurance excess may be payable by you if an accident occurs that is the drivers fault. Discuss this with your Supervisor or Head of Dept. in the event an accident happens.

Current Vehicle Charges (Jan 09)

 




Internal

External

Hilux 2WD AE80 MG
0.75c Km

0.85c km

(NOT TO BE TAKEN OFF ROAD)

Hilux  4WD AU 29 WO
0.75c Km

0.85c Km


Hilux  4WD AE 91 XV
0.75c Km

0.85c Km


Landcruiser AU 40 WO
0.80c Km

0.90c Km


Trailer with brakes.
$12.50 p/day on road use

Private vehicle use


If you wish to use your own vehicle for university work you must first ensure that:

i) no University vehicle within your department is available, 

ii) public transport is not available or appropriate, 

iii) it is not reasonable or economic to use rental vehicles or taxis 
Application for use of private vehicle forms must be completed even if you do not wish to claim expenses) available at;

http://www.pers.mq.edu.au/policy/motor/mv_claim.pdf
University policy for use of private vehicles is available at;

http://www.pers.mq.edu.au/policy/motor/mv_policy.rtf
2. OH & S Requirements for Undertaking Fieldwork

The Division of Environmental and Life Sciences has a set of forms that need to be filled out and approved before undertaking any fieldwork related to undergraduate, post-graduate, and Academic studies or research. The titles of these forms are shown below and can be currently found at; http://www.els.mq.edu.au/safety/safety_forms.htm. 

The purpose of these forms is to provide you with a safe environment in which to work. They allow us to assess associated risk related to particular activities and locations and provide us with personal information incase emergency procedures need to be followed. Details as outlined below.

FORM 1. Fieldwork Notification - used to notify / be approved each time a party wishes to carry out fieldwork

FORM 2. Fieldwork Participant - to be completed ONCE by each person (Staff, Student, Visitor, Volunteer) wishing to do fieldwork and to be kept on record for next of kin, contact, medical, qualifications and other useful information.

FORM 3. Fieldwork Risk Assessment - to be completed for each fieldwork activity to indicate risks and methods to offset them. This may be reused for repeated fieldtrips if activities / methods / locations remain similar.

FORM 4. International Fieldwork Notification - used to supplement Form 3 for international fieldwork only.

FORM 5. Undergraduate Course Risk Assessment - used only for undergraduate course fieldwork, rather than Forms 1-3. (only required by course convenors).

Questions regarding these forms can be directed to your Fieldwork Manager, Supervisor or Department Head.

Fieldwork forms need to be authorized and signed off by supervisors in relevant departments:


Environmental Science : Relevant Supervisor, Russell Field and Head of Department.


Earth and Planetary Sciences: The fieldwork forms in EPS are filled in by the student,
signed by their supervisor and then by Head of Dept, Dr Kelsie Dadd.  They are checked 
that all the necessary precautions are taken and that there is a risk management plan in

 place.  We then keep the form in the department.


Human Geography: Human Geography fieldwork students complete the same forms as
Environmental Science.  These are signed off by supervisors and HoD and copies kept.  If
vehicles are required they are usually hired. 
Marine Based Fieldwork.


Any marine based work done within EPS, PG or HG is subject to review and approval by the Marine Fieldwork Manager within CBMS - Penny McCracken (ext 8249). The University website you should look at is http://www.els.mq.edu.au/marinescience/resources.htm
No University related fieldwork is to be conducted without having filled in the Risk Assessment forms for approval by your Department Head or Fieldwork Manager. As students of the University, you are obligated to follow the safety guidelines set up to keep you safe. Putting yourselves or the University at risk is non negotiable. 

3. Equipment

Access to cross-departmental field gear is through the Department contacts listed at the top of the first page. We expect/require to be given reasonable notice to provide gear. You are expected/required to assist in loading and unloading vehicles if needed. Gear is to be returned in a clean and damage free state. Breakages or losses are to be expected at times, so please report any occurrences to the Professional Officers in your department.


Basic types of field equipment include:

Spades, mattocks, tapes, clinometers, compasses, basic camping equipment, surveying gear, hand held GPS units, Uhf radios, satellite phones, PLB (Personal Locator Beacons) and vehicle recovery gear.

Both Departments support a large range of specialist equipment relating to the expertise of the Academic staff that we support. Specialist training is often needed to access such equipment and is provided where necessary. See your Supervisor.

4. Training

Courses that you could be required to do include;

Radiation Safety

First aid, either the Senior first aid or Remote area first aid certificates.

4WD training.

Chemical Safety and Handling (through Centre for Professional Development, CPD)

Specialist training courses (Academic supervisors will advise on this where necessary)

Thanks.
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