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About the Australia-Germany 
Research Cooperation Scheme
This scheme is a joint initiative of Universities 
Australia1 and the German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD)2. It is jointly funded by 
Universities Australia member universities and 
the DAAD and also acknowledges the financial 
and other support by the Australian Government 
Department of Education. 

It aims to foster research collaboration of the 
highest quality between Australian researchers 
from participating Australian universities3 and 
German researchers from German universities, 
research institutes and Fachhochschulen4. 
The support of early career researchers5 is a 
significant focus for this scheme. 

The scheme will support travel and living 
expenses for Australian researchers to spend time 
at partner institutions working on joint projects 
in Germany and for collaborating German 
researchers to spend time at participating 
Australian universities.

The full terms and conditions of the scheme are 
included on pages 7–9 of this application pack.

How to apply
Australian applicants must use the correct 
Australian application form included in this 
application pack. 

Each application must: 

•	 specify a person responsible for making the 
application, for receiving the grant and for 
receiving all future correspondence in relation 
to the application and the scheme. Typically, 
this person will be the ‘project leader’ of the 
research group in question; 

1. Universities Australia is the national peak representative body for 
universities in Australia.

2.  www.daad.de The German Academic Exchange Service‘s mission is to 
advance Germany’s international engagement in the fields of educa-
tion, science, culture and research.

3. A list of participating Australian universities is available below.

4. Fachhochschulen are German higher education institutions that offer 
applied and practical courses of study.

5. For the purpose of this scheme ‘early career researcher’ means: a PhD 
student enrolled at a participating Australian university, a researcher 
who has had a Research Masters or PhD awarded within five years 
from the date of the application, or a researcher who received his or 
her award more than five years before the date of the application 
but who, due to career interruptions, for example non-research 
employment, misadventure or carer responsibilities, has had less than 
the equivalent of five cumulative years of research experience.

•	 be signed by the head of the school or 
other person with authority to sign grant 
applications;

•	 attach the curriculum vitae (CV) of all 
proposed Australian exchange participants 
(maximum five pages each). Each proposed 
participant’s CV must include the date that 
his/her qualification was awarded;

•	 ensure the CV of the German project leader 
is attached (in English). NOTE: The inclusion 
of CVs for all German team members (if 
available in English) is highly recommended.

Australian applicants must submit an electronic 
copy of the application by email to the designated 
contact officer at his/her university. The contact 
details for each contact officer are available on 
pages 10–11 of this application pack and are 
updated regularly on the Universities Australia 
website. 

The German collaborating partner must submit a 
corresponding application, with the same project 
title, to the DAAD in Germany by the closing date. 

Important dates 
•	 Applications for projects commencing in 2016 

open 9 April 2015 and close 30 June 2015.

•	 Incomplete or late applications will not be 
considered.

•	 Applicants will be informed of the outcomes 
in writing in November 2015. 

•	 Successful applicants are required to submit a 
project completion or interim report form to 
the designated contact officer by 28 February 
2017. The report form is available from the 
Universities Australia website:  
www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au

Contacts
Requests for fur ther information about the 
Scheme from potential applicants in Australian 
universities should, in the first instance, be 
directed to the relevant contact officer in each 
institution’s research office (see pages 10–11). 
Further information may be obtained from:  
Kerrie Thornton at Universities Australia  
Tel: +61 (2) 6285 8113 
k.thornton@universitiesaustralia.edu.au 

Requests from German applicants should be 
directed to: Martin Müller, Section P33, DAAD 
Tel: +49 (0) 228 882 833 
m.mueller@daad.de

http://www.daad.de
http://www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au
mailto:k.thornton@universitiesaustralia.edu.au
mailto:m.mueller@daad.de
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Project
Title of joint research project

Name and code of field(s) of research  
by ABS Fields of Research code 
www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/0/6BB427AB
9696C225CA2574180004463E

Name of field FoR code

Source(s) of funding supporting project 
(ARC, NHMRC, institution, EU, industry etc.)

DAAD research category that  
best describes your project

 Language and Cultural Studies (inc. Humanities and Media Studies)
 Law, Economics, Social Sciences (inc. Business)
 Mathematics, Natural Sciences (inc. Computer, Physical and Biological Sciences)
 Human Medicine (inc. Health, Dentistry, Psychiatry)
 Agricultural, Forestry, Nutritional Sciences (inc. Veterinary Sciences)
 Engineering (inc. Built Environment, Architecture, Urban Design)
 Art, Music, Sport (inc. Film and Museum Studies)

Timeframe
Project start date Project completion date

Australian institution
Institution

Department

Project leader

Current position

Address

Telephone Fax

Email

German institution (Institution of higher education or non-university research institution)

Institution

Department

Project leader

Current position

Qualifications of 
German team leader
Briefly outline the experience and 
qualifications of the German team leader 
(maximum 150 words) and attach his/her 
CV to the application.

Address

Telephone Fax

Email

Level of funding sought from the 
DAAD by German collaborator

Application form

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/0/6BB427AB9696C225CA2574180004463E
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Funding requested (Budget summary)

Year 1

Airfares Economy class AUD

Per diem expenses AUD250 per day per person; maximum AUD3500 per month AUD

Year 2

Airfares Economy class AUD

Per diem expenses AUD250 per day per person; maximum AUD3500 per month AUD

Total Please note: maximum funding per project per year will be approximately AUD12,500 AUD

Visit schedule of Australian exchange participant(s)

Date Names of project 
participants

Position Purpose of visit
Duration of  
stay in Germany

Example

May 201X Smith, Alan Research Fellow Laboratory experiments 20 days

Visit schedule of corresponding German exchange participant(s)

Date Names of project 
participants

Position Purpose of visit
Duration of 
stay in Australia

Example

July 201X Gautier, Kerstin Research Fellow Laboratory experiments 30 days

Declaration of Australian project leader
I declare that all information provided in this application is true and accurate. If awarded a grant, I acknowledge that I will be 
responsible for spending it in accordance with the stated aims of the project, will comply with all conditions of funding set out in 
the Terms and Conditions of the scheme guidelines and will ensure that the Australian and German project participants receive 
appropriate research support services for the duration of the project. I confirm that the German collaborating institution has 
agreed to provide the infrastructure, equipment and all other services necessary to support the proposed exchange.

Name

Signature Date

Declaration of head of department/school/institute
I certify that I have reviewed this proposal and will provide the necessary resources and facilities to support the research outlined 
in the application.

Name

Signature Date
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Selection critera

Project title

Short description of project and its objectives (Maximum 200 words)

Innovative nature of research (Maximum 150 words)

Relevant preliminary work (Maximum 150 words)

Complementarity of the project partners (Maximum 150 words)
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Participation of early career researchers (Maximum 150 words)

Benefits of the cooperation for Australia and Germany (Maximum 150 words)

Lasting impact, potential for future research outcomes, engagement with policy makers/industry (150 words)

Type of cooperation  Beginning a new cooperation

 Developing an existing cooperation 

Previous funding  
under Go8/ATN program 
with the same partner

 No

 Yes, in the year  

Financial backup  
of the project

 Own institutional funds

 Third party funding, name of donor/institution 
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Terms and conditions

1. General 

1.1 The Australia-Germany Joint Research 
Co-operation Scheme aims to foster 
research collaboration of the highest quality 
between Australian researchers from 
participating Universities Australia member 
universities1 and German researchers from 
German universities, research institutes and 
Fachhochschulen2. 

1.2 The scheme will support exchanges 
(travel and living expenses) for Australian 
researchers to spend time at partner 
institutions in Germany and for collaborating 
German researchers to spend time at 
Australian universities.

1.3 The scheme aims to produce research 
outcomes and the exchange of skills and 
knowledge of mutual benefit to Australia and 
Germany.

1.4 The support of early career researchers3 is 
a significant focus of this scheme.

2. Assessment criteria

2.1 The main criteria to be used in assessing 
Australian applications are:

•	 the quality and feasibility of the research 
project;

•	 the experience and track record of the 
participating researchers;

•	 the level of involvement of early career 
researchers.

2.2 Other criteria include:

•	 knowledge transfer between the Australian 
and German researchers;

•	 lasting impact or wider effect of the co-
operation (can include engagement with 
policy makers/industry).

1. A list of Australian universities participating in 2015 is available below.

2. Fachhochschulen are German higher education institutions that offer 
applied and practical courses of study.

3. For the purpose of this scheme ‘early career researcher’ means: a PhD 
student enrolled at a participating Australian university, a researcher 
who has had a Research Masters or PhD awarded within five years 
from the date of the application, or a researcher who received his or 
her award more than five years before the date of the application 
but who, due to career interruptions, for example non-research 
employment, misadventure or carer responsibilities, has had less than 
the equivalent of five cumulative years of research experience.

3. Eligibility

3.1 Australian applicants must be:

•	 Australian citizens or hold permanent 
residence status in Australia and be 
employed as an academic staff member in a 
teaching and research or research only role 
at a participating Australian university; or 

•	 PhD students enrolled at a participating 
Australian university who are part of a 
research project application submitted by 
an eligible staff member. 

3.2 The scheme is open to Australian 
researchers/research groups at participating 
Australian universities in all academic fields 
involved in a collaborative project with 
German research partners. 

3.3 Preference will be given to proposals which 
provide opportunities for exchanges between 
early career researchers.

3.4 Researchers from the Humanities and Social 
Sciences are encouraged to apply. 

3.5 The eligibility of honorary/adjunct staff and 
international PhD students will be at the 
discretion of the university’s research office 
and will be handled internally and on a case 
by case basis.

3.6 German applicants must be based in 
Germany and should consult the DAAD 
website for detailed eligibility information.

3.7 Australian applicants hoping to host research 
colleagues who are citizens of the countries 
listed on the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade website at www.dfat.gov.au/
international-relations/security/sanctions/
pages/about-sanctions.aspx may find that 
they are affected by Autonomous Sanctions 
requirements. If this is the case, applicants are 
strongly advised to contact their Research 
Office to ascertain whether any impact is 
likely before finalising and submitting an 
application. If an application to host citizens 
of any of the listed countries on the DFAT 
site is successful, additional information will be 
required by the Australian host university in 
order to satisfy DFAT requirements. Applicants 
should note that applications that do not 
satisfy DFAT requirements may ultimately be 
deemed unsuccessful. At 23 March 2015, the 
countries subject to Australian Autonomous 
Sanctions included: Burma, Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, Yugoslavia (former 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia), Iran, Libya, 
Syria, Ukraine, Zimbabwe.

http://www.dfat.gov.au/international-relations/security/sanctions/pages/about-sanctions.aspx
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4.	Funding	available

4.1 For the 2015 application round Australian 
universities have agreed to provide around 
AUD1.4 million per annum with each 
Australian university contributing up to  
AUD12,500 per project per annum to 
support its researchers travelling to Germany. 

4.2 Each university will nominate its own level 
of financial contribution and will only fund 
projects which involve its own researchers. 

4.3 Australian funding will cover the costs of: 

•	 return economy airfares from Australia to 
Germany; 

•	 a per diem of either AUD250 per day or 
a maximum of AUD3500 per month per 
person for each day spent at the host 
German institution, or at other locations 
in Germany necessary for the research in 
question. 

4.4 For the 2015 application round the DAAD 
has agreed to provide up to EUR 1.07 
million per annum to support the scheme. 
The maximum amount of funding available 
per German application is EUR 8,000 per 
project per year. Grants will cover the costs 
of economy airfares and living expenses.

4.5 Projects may run for a maximum of two years.

4.6 The maximum period of funding for a project 
under this scheme is two years. A simple 
extension of funding beyond two years 
is not permitted. Projects that are initially 
awarded one year of funding cannot request 
an extension. Successful researchers in this 
scheme can only re-apply to support a NEW 
project or a NEW phase within a project 
based on an already established collaboration.

5.	Activities	not	covered		
under	this	scheme:

•	 basic research costs (staff and equipment). 
These must be met by the cooperating 
host institutions in Australia and Germany; 

•	 activities already funded, or those which 
could reasonably be expected to be 
supported by other funding sources; 

•	 activities providing purely study or training 
opportunities for participants; 

•	 attendance at seminar/conference events; 
•	 insurance in connection with the funded 

projects including travel insurance; and 
•	 any private activities undertaken by 

participants in conjunction with the 
exchange. 

6.	Conditions	of	funding

6.1 Applicants will clearly outline details of the 
funding sought on the scheme application 
form.

6.2 Approved grants will be paid separately to 
the collaborators in Australia and Germany 
through their respective institutions. 

6.3 Grant recipients must comply with all 
financial reporting requirements of their own 
institutions. 

6.4 It is the responsibility of the grant recipients 
to ascertain whether it is necessary to obtain 
ethics committee approval for the proposed 
research activity in both Australia and 
Germany and to obtain such approval if it is 
required. 

6.5 Grant recipients will be bound and protected 
by the policies of their institutions in relation 
to intellectual property, codes of conduct 
etc. However, whilst working at a partner 
institution, each exchange participant must 
respect and abide by its policies. 

6.6 It is the responsibility of the grant recipients 
to ensure that any existing and resulting 
intellectual property is appropriately 
protected. This includes ensuring that the 
intellectual property interests of their 
institutions are adequately protected. 

6.7 The scheme does not provide insurance in 
connection with funded projects. Australian 
grant recipients must ensure that their travel 
and research activities are covered by their 
own institution’s insurance policies. 

6.8 Recipients of grants in 2015 will travel 
in 2016 (or will outline their reasons for 
travelling later).

6.9 Recipients of grants in 2015 will submit a 
project report on the required form to the 
contact officer in his/her institution’s research 
office by 28 February 2017. The report will 
include details of expenditure incurred, the 
activities undertaken and benefits derived. 
For projects funded for more than one 
year, a progress report must be submitted 
by 28 February 2017, with a final report 
to be provided within two months of the 
completion of the project. 

6.10 Each grant recipient will agree to complete 
any surveys or request for information  
deemed necessary by Universities Australia 
or sponsoring institutions for the purposes 
of evaluating the scheme. 
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7.	Application	process

7.1 All Australian applications must be made 
on the required form and comply with the 
guidelines for Australian applicants. 

7.2 The completed form must be emailed to the 
relevant contact officer by 30 June 2015.

7.3 Late or incomplete applications will not be 
accepted. 

7.4 To be considered, Australian applicants must 
ensure that their German collaborators 
submit a corresponding application with the 
same title to the DAAD in Germany. 

7.5 Projects will be selected for funding based on 
the competitive process set out below.

8.	Selection	process

8.1 Each university research office will subject 
the applications it receives to its own quality 
assurance process and rank applications within 
each research discipline according to the 
assessment criteria listed in 2.1 and 2.2 above. 

8.2 The research disciplines to be used for 
ranking purposes by the DAAD are:

•	 Language and Cultural Studies (include 
Humanities and Media Studies)

•	 Law, Economics, Social Sciences (include 
Business)

•	 Mathematics, Natural Sciences (include 
Computer Science, Physical Sciences, 
Biological Sciences) 

•	 Human Medicine (include Health, Dentistry, 
Psychiatry)

•	 Agricultural, Forestry, Nutritional 
Sciences  (include Veterinary Sciences)

•	 Engineering (include Built Environment, 
Architecture, Urban Design)

•	 Art, Music, Sport (include Film and 
Museum Studies)

Australian universities will rank applications 
within similar research categories as the 
DAAD to align the results as far as possible.

8.3 These rankings will then be provided to 
the Universities Australia office in Canberra 
which will report these to the DAAD. 

8.4 Universities Australia and the DAAD use 
a similar weighting scale for assessing each 
application:

•	 1/3 for the quality and feasibility of the 
project; 

•	 1/3 for qualifications of both research 
groups and their complementarities; 

•	 1/3 for inclusion of early career 
researchers. 

8.5 A small number of bonus points can be 
awarded for : 

•	 knowledge transfer between the Australian 
and German researchers;

•	 lasting impact or wider effect of the 
co-operation (engagement with policy 
makers/industry).

8.6 Universities Australia will advise the 
German selection panel of the outcomes 
of the reviews and ranking of applications 
conducted by each Australian university. These 
rankings will inform the German selection 
panel’s consideration of the corresponding 
applications submitted by German 
collaborators. 

8.7 A representative from Universities Australia 
will attend and advise the selection panel held 
in Germany in October 2015.

8.8 The DAAD will liaise and negotiate with 
the Universities Australia representative 
to ensure the DAAD’s decisions resemble 
the Australian university rankings as far as 
possible.

8.9 Successful and unsuccessful applicants will 
be notified of the outcomes of the selection 
process in writing. 

9.	Dispute	resolution

For Australian applications, in the event that 
disputes arise about any aspect of the scheme’s 
administration or the selection process, the 
decision of the Universities Australia office will 
be final. If necessary, the Universities Australia 
office will refer disputes for consideration to the 
Universities Australia Deputy Vice-Chancellors 
(Research) Committee. 

10.	Resolution	of	further	procedural	
and	project	related	issues

Universities Australia and the DAAD recognise 
that issues not addressed by these Terms and 
Conditions may arise. In this event, the issues 
will be resolved through written communication 
between Universities Australia and the DAAD.
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Australian Catholic University 
Andrew Schrader 
Senior Manager Grants and Contracts  
andrew.schrader@acu.edu.au 
Tel: 02 9739 2218

(The) Australian National University 
Kathrin Kulhanek 
Deputy Director, Research Services 
kathrin.kulhanek@anu.edu.au 
Tel: 02 6125 1235

Bond University 
Andrew Calder 
Director, Office of Research Services 
research@bond.edu.au 
Tel: 07 5595 5039

Charles Darwin University 
Brendon Douglas 
Research Director 
brendon.douglas@cdu.edu.au 
Tel: 08  8946 6890

Charles Sturt University 
Mary Kelly 
Director, Major Grants and External Links 
markelly@csu.edu.au 
Tel: 02 6272 6325

Curtin University 
Charles Thorn 
Director, Research and Development 
ord-grants@curtin.edu.au 
Tel: 08 9266 4748

Deakin University 
Rose Firkin 
Executive Officer – Grants & Contracts 
research-grants@deakin.edu.au 
Tel: 03 5227 2377

Edith Cowan University 
Darren Gibson 
Collaboration and Innovation Manager 
d.gibson@ecu.edu.au 
Tel: 08 6304 2870

Federation University  
Tina D’Urbano 
Team Leader, Research Grants, Funding and Ethics 
research.funding@federation.edu.au 
Tel: 03 5122 6872

Flinders University 
Gareth Rees 
Senior Grants Officer 
gareth.rees@flinders.edu.au 
Tel: 08 8201 2199

Griffith University 
Dani Newman 
Research Grants Officer 
d.newman@griffith.edu.au 
Tel: 07 373 54116

Participating universities and contact officers

James Cook University 
Tina Langford 
Manager, Research and Ethics 
researchoffice@jcu.edu.au 
Tel: 07 4781 4342

Latrobe University
Eve Merton 
Manager, Strategic Partnerships 
e.merton@latrobe.edu.au 
Tel: 03 5444 7210

Macquarie University 
Julian Zipparo 
Manager, Pre-Award, Research Office 
julian.zipparo@mq.edu.au 
Tel: 02 9850 8609

Monash University  
Dennis Batson 
Research Grants and Contracts 
dennis.batson@monash.edu 
Tel: 03 9905 1193 

Murdoch University 
Jane Crier 
Manager, Research Grants and Contract Services 
j.crier@murdoch.edu.au 
Tel: 08 9360 2970

Queensland University of Technology 
Katie York 
Manager, Research Development 
k.york@qut.edu.au 
Tel: 07 3138 2199

RMIT University  
Steve Gower 
Director, Research Partnerships 
steve.gower@rmit.edu.au 
Tel: 03 9925 4743

Southern Cross University 
Steve Williams 
Director Office of Research 
stephen.williams@scu.edu.au 
Tel: 02 6620 3458

Swinburne University 
Athena Bangara 
Manager, International Research Engagement 
abangara@swin.edu.au 
Tel: 03 9214 8311

(The) University of Adelaide 
Don McMaster 
Senior Research Grants Officer 
don.mcmaster@adelaide.edu.au 
Tel: 08 8313 3347

University of Canberra 
Ksenia Sawczak 
Director, Research Office 
research@canberra.edu.au 
Tel: 02 6201 5414
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Application 
checklist

STEP 1 
Read the application pack including the Terms and 
Conditions on pages 7–9 to determine if you are 
eligible to apply.
STEP 2 
Complete pages 3–6 of the application pack. STEP 3 

Attach CVs for each Australian participant (maximum five pages per person).
STEP 4 
Attach the CV of the German project leader (in English) and other German team members 
if available in English.
STEP 5 
Submit application by email to the designated 
contact officer at your institution as outlined on 
pages 10–11 of the application pack. STEP 6  

Ensure your collaborating partner submits a high 
quality application to the DAAD with the same 
project title.

(The) University of Melbourne 
Elka Wakefield 
Grants Officer, International 
elka.wakefield@unimelb.edu.au 
Tel: 03 8344 1189

University of New England 
Kath Dougall 
Senior Research Support Officer 
kath.dougall@une.edu.au 
Tel: 02 6773 3262

University of Newcastle 
Kylie Hugo 
Research Services 
kylie.hugo@newcastle.edu.au 
Tel: 02 4921 5944

(The) University of Queensland 
Matt Browne 
Acting Manager, Sponsored Research  
m.browne@research.uq.edu.au 
Tel: 07 3346 9988

University of South Australia  
Craig Hill 
Team Leader, Applications Support Team 
craig.hill@unisa.edu.au 
Tel: 08 8302 5229

(The) University of Sydney  
Sherridan Blackman 
Research Administration Officer 
sherridan.blackman@sydney.edu.au 
Tel: 02 8627 8141

University of Tasmania 
Nigel Blundell 
Deputy Director, Research Operations 
nigel.blundell@utas.edu.au 
Tel: 03 6226 7186

University of Technology, Sydney 
Helen Thomson 
Manager, Research Development 
helen.thomson@uts.edu.au 
Tel: 02 9514 7452

University of the Sunshine Coast 
Michelle Searle 
Director, Office of Research 
msearle@usc.edu.au 
Tel: 07 5459 4797 

(The) University of Western Australia 
Karen Dalby 
Research Grants Officer 
karen.dalby@uwa.edu.au 
Tel: 08 6488 1627

University of Wollongong 
Stefan Delfgou 
Senior Manager, Research Grants  
and Development 
stefand@uow.edu.au 
Tel: 02 4221 5953

University Western Sydney 
Annette McLaren 
Senior Project Development Manager 
a.mclaren@uws.edu.au 
Tel: 02 9678 7250 

UNSW Australia  
Alex Bell 
Communications and Training Officer 
a.bell@unsw.edu.au 
Tel: 02 9385 6160

Victoria University 
Sandy Superina 
Research Grants Manager 
sandy.superina@vu.edu.au 
Tel: 03 9919 4936
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