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                 Department of Biological Sciences 
Rice Field Research Proposal Award

This scheme is supported by a bequest to the Department of Biological Sciences by the Rice Memorial Fund, established in memory of Barbara Rice (1944-2009). Dr Rice was an Honorary Associate of the Department. The fund honours her memory by encouraging field research. This award of $1000 will be given to a postgraduate research student who is judged to have prepared the best proposal towards their future field research, with the funds to be spent on that research within a year of receipt.

Conditions
· This award is open to PhD students and MRes year 1 students who will be undertaking their second year thesis in 2021, and who are enrolled in the Department of Biological Sciences. 
· Field research is interpreted as research undertaken in outdoor environments where wild populations of the study organism occur.
· A student can win this award on more than one occasion, but not for the same fieldwork.

How to apply
· The attached template should be used for the proposal, and must not exceed two pages.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The proposal must be signed and emailed to Head of Department (fse.bio-hod@mq.edu.au).
· The closing date is 30 November 2020. The successful candidate will be notified within two weeks. 

Selection Criteria
· The award will be decided upon by a Selection Committee that may consist of the Head of Department, members of the Department Research Committee and/or Department HDR Committee and/or Prize Committee. In the event that the Selection Committee remains undecided between candidates on the basis of other criteria, then preference may be given to candidates whose proposal is about terrestrial botany. 
· Applications will be assessed based upon the following criteria:
· Is the significance of the research area/question clearly articulated?
· Is the fieldwork plan feasible?
· Will the fieldwork clearly advance the breadth and quality of the applicant’s candidature?


Rice Field Research Proposal Award – Application Form


1. Applicant 
Family Name:					Given name:
Student number:
Email:
Submission date of PhD:
2. Project Title 


3. Aims and Objectives (approx. 150 words)




4. Significance of the fieldwork (150 words max.)





5. Research Plan. Outline your research design, including projected analysis and a budget. 































6. Applicant certification 
	Name
	Signature 

	Date 
	



7. Principal supervisor certification 
	Name
	Signature 

	Date 
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